Road-Hail fransport
which is 154% of the consumer's price at Bombay.   The
Dharbanga producer catering to the Calcutta market has
to pay Be. 0-7-8 which amounts to 10 3% of the consumer's
price, whereas the Chuadanga producer escapes with only
2-6%, as his freight bill for a maund comes to only 0-1-11.
Speaking  roughly,  for  a distance of about 550  miles
the freight charge would constitute about 10% of the
consumer's price.   In trying to appraise the justifiability
of a rate, it is not sufficient if freight alone is considered.
The consumer has to bear a host of other charges which
come to nearly 30% of the price he pays.   Let us lake
the Hyderabad  producer who   sends  his   linseed  from
Aurangabad to Bombay, which is his nearest port.   His
price is Es. 3-8-0 per maund, which is 73-9% of the price
the consumer has to pay at the other end.   The handling
and cartage charges come to 1% of the consumer's price,
bagging, handling and transportation charges from market
to station come to another 8%.   Thus his total distribu-
tion charges come to 23%    In the  case  of the  Orai
producer, he is hit much harder and his total distributing
charges come to 27-7%.    Of this the railway freight to
Bombay amounts to  154%.   Adding this to his total
transportation charges, we come to the rough figure of
18% which is regressive enough. "With the present increase
of 12^% in freight rates, the incidence is bound to be
much greater; but, of course, allowance must be made for
an increase in consumer's price also.   Therefore, in the
case of long distance traffic offering itself in large quanti-
ties to important distributing centres, what is needed is
a more liberal quotation of station-to-station rates so as to
facilitate easy movement of traffic.   Ten per cent should
'   be a very desirable proportion for the freight charge,   If
the railways could achieve that they would deserve our
sincerest thanks.
There is infinite scope for reduction in tKe incidence of
the railway charges even without a scaling down of the
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